
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS
TITLE 16, PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL REGULATIONS

DIVISION 20, VETERINARY MEDICAL BOARD

1. Amend section 2085.2 to read:

2085.2 Continuing Education Waivers.

(a) A licensee may request a waiver from complying with the continuing education
requirements.  A request for a waiver from the continuing education requirements shall be
submitted to the Board on an application provided by the Board (see form VMB/CE/1 dated
11/1/01 10/04).  The application shall include a letter explaining the reason for the waiver
request in addition to documents that verify the request for waiver, e.g., military documents,
letter from physician, and shall be signed by the licensee under penalty of perjury.  The Board
will notify the licensee, within thirty (30) seventy-five (75) working days after receipt of the
request for waiver and the supporting documentation, whether the waiver was granted. 

(b) If the request for waiver is denied, the licensee shall complete the continuing education
requirements as set forth in this article and sections 4846.5 of the Code.  If the request for waiver
is granted, it shall be valid only for the current renewal period.

(c) The Board shall grant the waiver if the licensee can provide documents, satisfactory to
the Board, that:

(1) For at least one year during the licensee’s current license period the licensee was
or will be absent from California due to military service; or

(2) For at least one year during the licensee’s current license period the licensee has
been or will be is prevented from practicing veterinary medicine or and from
completing continuing education courses for the following reasons of health or
undue hardship which includes:

(A) A significant physical and/or mental disability of the veterinarian; or

(B) A significant physical and/or mental disability of an individual where the
veterinarian has total responsibility for the care of that individual.

(d)        Upon reviewing the request to waive the continuing education requirements, the Board
may deny the waiver if granting the waiver compromises the health and safety of animals or
consumers. Further, the Board shall review the information provided in each request to waive the
continuing education requirements to determine whether facts exist showing a violation of the
Veterinary Medicine Practice Act for purposes of issuing a citation or imposing a civil penalty
pursuant to Section 4883.

Note:  Authority Cited: Sections 4808 and 4846.5 and, Business and Professions Code.
Reference:  Section 4846.5 Business and Professions Code.


